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Welcome

I warmly welcome you to the 2017 Horasis India Meeting and sincerely
hope that you will enjoy the discussions.

The Horasis India Meeting is the foremost annual gathering of  Indian
business leaders and their global counterparts. This select group of global
leaders will gather to create a powerful platform for cooperation between
India and the rest of  the world.

The meeting will engage participants to provide a holistic and timely
perspective on the future direction for India. Also, participants will discuss
Indian firms’ growing impact on global business. 

It is my sincere hope that the Horasis India Meeting will further promote
win-win economic relations, stimulate innovation and provide business
opportunities for corporations from India and the world. 

I wish you a thought-provoking and exceptional meeting.

Dr. Frank-Jürgen Richter
Chairman
Horasis: The Global Visions Community
Switzerland
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Welcome

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Welcome to the Canton of  Bern! It is a great honor for me to be able to
welcome you to the Horasis India Meeting in Interlaken. We are delighted to
be hosting a networking event between partners from India and the Canton
of Bern for the second time after 2015.

For you as entrepreneurs, business leaders and high-level representatives of
public authorities, the Horasis India Meeting is an opportunity to meet new
partners, explore new visions and discover new business ideas. I am very
much looking forward to sharing thoughts and ideas with you in person.

I am convinced that we will all find the experience extremely enriching.
After all, India is Switzerland’s third largest Asian trading partner and our
most important trading partner in southern Asia. The Indian market has
great potential for Swiss businesses. What is more, Switzerland is one of the
ten largest investors in India. Around 250 Swiss companies have a presence in
your country, either through joint ventures or with their own branch offices. 

Enjoy your two days here as our guests. We hope you will make the most of
the opportunity to discover the spectacular mountain scenery of the Jungfrau
region. This backdrop has already inspired many Bollywood film teams from
India, and we hope that you too will draw inspiration from the unique beauty
of our natural environment. 

Christoph Ammann
Minister of Economic Affairs and Member 
of the Government of the Canton of Bern
Switzerland
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Welcome

A warm welcome to Bern

The Canton of Bern boasts an excellent infrastructure, moderate corporate
taxation and a highly qualified, multilingual workforce – all set in a breath -
taking natural landscape.

Besides an outstanding vocational education system, our location is home to
two excellent universities and a closely-knit network of companies undertaking
cutting-edge research. The federal capital, Bern, is the political center of
Switzerland and as such guarantees easy access to politicians and public
authorities as well as short decision-making paths. The high quality of living and
security here in the Canton of Bern and our wide range of leisure and cultural
activities are second to none. 

Two current focal points of  activity in the Canton of Bern are particularly
close to my heart. Firstly, Biel/Bienne, which is probably the most important
watchmaking and high-tech hub in Switzerland, is home to the brand new
Switzerland Innovation Park. The subject of  Digital Industry – connecting
industrial manufacturing with the latest information and communication
technology – can be experienced live at this ever expanding business park,
the facilities of  which are available for your company to make use of.

The second focal point lies in a highly specialized field of medicine and medical
technology. We have the ambitious aim of becoming the leading medical hub
in Switzerland, with the recently opened Swiss Institute for Translational and
Entrepreneurial Medicine, where research, development and clinical application
are brought together and where the next generation of medical practitioners
are being taught to think like entrepreneurs in a hands-on way.

I hope that over the next two days you will get the opportunity to experience
the diversity of our region and our strength as a business and industrial center
for yourselves and that your time here will bring you many exciting encounters,
fruitful discussions and valuable contacts.

Dr Sebastian Friess
President
Bern Economic Development Agency
Switzerland
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Welcome

It is a great honor for us to be able to host the Horasis India Meeting in
Interlaken for the second time.  On behalf  of  the authorities and the people
of Interlaken, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all participants. 

Tourists have been coming to Interlaken for more than 200 years. Invariably
they are fascinated by the stupendous natural setting with the world-famous
icy icons Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau and the two lakes. The renowned, late
lamented Bollywood director Yash Chopra, Interlaken’s honorary ambassa -
dor, produced a number of  well-known films in our region. To this day, the
landscapes in these films prompt many Indians to visit our region.

I hope you will have a successful conference in an inspiring setting!

Urs Graf
Mayor of  Interlaken
Switzerland
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Welcome

India is the fastest growing economy with an average pace of growth of over 7%
for the past decade. This is only the beginning. India can build up to a 10 per cent
GDP growth rate over the next three years. For the current year, CII analysis
shows that the GDP growth rate can touch 8%.

The analysis reveals that there is significant scope for increasing the GDP growth
rate by an additional 1% each year. This extra growth can come from different
sources, such as construction under the infrastructure building programs, low-
cost housing initiative of the Government for building 20 million new houses,
increasing participation of women, and so on. Sectors such as healthcare, content
creation for real and virtual platforms, and e-commerce are seeing huge surge,
leading to more employment opportunities and creating a virtuous cycle of
demand and investment.

Further, over the last three years, the reform agenda has picked up and sub -
stantive policies have been announced. These include the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), which is expected to be rolled out as expected in July and will be a
game-changing reform. Also, the action has now moved to the state govern ments.
State governments are coming out with new investment incentives and specific
projects and are also undertaking investment promotion summits and roadshows,
including overseas.

Many new programs of significant impact have been rolled out by the govern -
ment – Make in India, Smart Cities, Digital India, Skill India, Clean Energy,
Startup India, etc – which lay the foundation for strong growth.

With this wide range of investment opportunities in India and the dedicated
efforts of the Government of India, the scenario in the country has completely
transformed. This is visible in the rising FDI levels as well as growing domestic
demand. Today, as we present our perspectives on investment environment in
India, we can be certain that the 1% extra GDP growth will be a key attraction
for overseas investors.

With this background, CII is partnering again with Horasis to organize the
Horasis India Meeting on 25-26 June at Interlaken, Switzerland. We welcome
all the participants and hope that the discussions leave the participants with a
better understanding of the rapid changes occurring in India.

Chandrajit Banerjee
Director General
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
India
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Programme 

Sunday, 25 June
(Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau)

17.00-18.00 Welcome Reception

18.00-19.30 Plenary Session
Mapping India’s Transformation

19.30-21.30 Opening Dinner
Switzerland and India

21.30-22.30 Plenary Session
India’s Digital Economy

Monday, 26 June
(Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau, Congress Center)

07.30 - 08.45 Breakfast Sessions
– India’s Youth
– India’s Society
– India’s Footprint in the World

09.00-10.00 Plenary Session
India and World Economic Outlook

10.30-12.00 Boardroom Dialogue
– Investing in Switzerland
– India Transformed
– Delivering Social Benefit
– Innovate in India

12.00-13.15 Networking Lunch

13.15-14.15 Plenary Session
Ensuring Growth that Matters

14.15-15.00 Plenary Session
Indian Business Leaders of the Year

15.00-16.30 Boardroom Dialogue
– Globalising Indian Firms  
– Start-Up India
– Education
– Smart Cities

17.00-18.30 Boardroom Dialogue
– Capital Markets
– UK and the US
– Rural Development
– Management and Leadership

18.30-19.30 Plenary Session
Roadmap for Transition

19.30-19.35 
Walk to Congress Center

19.40-20.00 Reception

20.00-22.00 Closing Dinner
Future of Democracy

Tuesday, 27 June

10.00 - 14.00
A day in the Mountains
Meeting at the hotel lobby at 10.00



Co-hosts of the 
Horasis India Meeting 

The Bern Economic Development Agency is a one-stop shop for
companies wishing to locate and grow in the Canton of  Bern. It is the
Canton’s first point of  contact for businesses and offers a wide range of
services such as organizing individual evaluation visits, providing information
on available grants for R&D activities, assisting you with the search for real
estate, providing information on work and residence permits and building
permits. We are able to put you in touch with public authorities (on both
cantonal as well as federal level), educational institutions, industry and cluster
organizations, financial institutions, consultants, and lawyers.

www.berninvest.be.ch

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain
an environment conducive to the development of India, partnering industry,
Government, and civil society, through advisory and consultative processes.
CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed
organization, playing a proactive role in India’s development process. CII charts
change by working closely with Government on policy issues, interfacing
with thought leaders, and enhancing efficiency, competitiveness and business
opportunities for industry through a range of specialized services and
strategic global linkages. It also provides a platform for consensus-building
and networking on key issues.

www.cii.in

8
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Acknowledgements 

Horasis would like to thank the co-organizers and partners 
for their support of  the Horasis India Meeting 2017.

Co-organizers:

Founded in 1957, All India Management Association (AIMA) is an apex
body of management with over 30,000 individual members, 3000 institutional
members and 60 Local Management Association across India and overseas.
AIMA undertakes a host of management related activities and initiatives such as
Distance Management Education, Management Development Programmes,
Special Conferences, Research & Publications, Testing Services and Competitions.

www.aima-ind.org

The Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce is a bi-national, private sector,
non-profit association with 380 Swiss and Indian members. It is devoted to
growing business between individuals and companies in India and Switzerland.
Founded in 1985, the Chamber is widely recognized as a key player in advancing
Indo-Swiss economic relationships. As an independent organization, the
Chamber co-operates with all public and private institutions that pursue
similar goals.

www.sicc.ch
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Strategic Partner:

KPMG in India, a professional services firm, is the Indian member firm
affiliated with KPMG International and was established in September 1993.
Our professionals leverage the global network of  firms, providing detailed
knowledge of  local laws, regulations, markets and competition. KPMG in
India offers services to national and international clients in India across
sectors. We strive to provide rapid, performance-based, industry-focused and
technology-enabled services, which reflect a shared knowledge of  global
and local industries and our experience of the Indian business environment.

KPMG.com/in

Knowledge Partners:

Herbert Smith Freehills has a market leading India practice, advising
leading Indian businesses on their global expansion and helping our inter -
national clients develop their footprint in India. Our experience in India
covers M&A, capital markets, finance and dispute resolution across a range
of  sectors. As one of  the world’s pre-eminent law firms we are recognised
advisers to many of  the biggest and most ambitious organisations across all
major regions of the globe. Operating from 26 offices spanning Asia, Australia,
Europe, the Middle East and the US, we can deliver whatever expertise
our clients need, wherever they need it.

www.herbertsmithfreehills.com

SIX Swiss Exchange is one of the leading exchanges in Europe. It connects
companies from around the world with international investors and trading
participants. It creates particularly market-oriented framework conditions for
listing and trading in its highly liquid segments. SIX Swiss Exchange multiplies
the locational advantages of  the Swiss financial marketplace with first-rate
services and is an ideal listing location. It distributes its own range of indices,
including Switzerland’s most important blue-chip index SMI®. With the
world’s most advanced trading technology X-stream INET it offers excellent
trading conditions.

www.six-swiss-exchange.com
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Supporting Partners:

The City of Interlaken is a world-renowned holiday destination, located in
the heart of  Switzerland. Surrounded by the eternally snow-capped Eiger,
Mönch and Jungfrau triumvirate lies Interlaken, nestling in a unique setting
between two picturesque lakes. For more than 200 years, visitors from all
over the world have been coming to Interlaken to enjoy the international
atmosphere and many traditional and smart hotels. A modern congress center
is available for international and national meetings. Living customs, oppor -
tunities for sports from golf  to skiing in an unrivalled setting plus music
festivals and international sporting events promise a wealth of entertainment.

www.interlaken.ch

Jungfrau Railway Holding consists of  eight subsidiaries and is listed on
the SIX Swiss Exchange. As its main activity, the Group operates excursion
railways and winter sport facilities in the Jungfrau region. The customer is
offered an adventure in the mountains and on the train. 

www.jungfrau.ch

Tourism Organization Interlaken (TOI) pursues a progressive tourism
and business policy for the benefit of  the resort and congress destination of
Interlaken. Above all, it supports endeavors to achieve a long-term increase in
visitors’ duration of stay and generates added value. It is also committed to
measures that promote the quality of  life of  visitors and local residents and
are environmentally friendly. TOI has an integrated approach to tourism and
employs knowledge in its environment to achieve a greater impact or com -
pre hensive information. Based on the umbrella brand policy (marketing
tasks), it acts for the benefit of  the entire destination from Brienz to Thun.

www.interlaken.ch

The University of Bern is a university in the Swiss capital of  Bern and
was founded in 1834. It is a comprehensive university offering a broad
choice of  courses and programs in eight faculties and some 150 institutes.
With around 17,428 students, the University of Bern is the one of the biggest
University in Switzerland. In everything that it does, the University feels
its obligation to bring about benefits for science, society and the economy.

www.unibe.ch

The 5-star VICTORIA-JUNGFRAU Grand Hotel & Spa is situated
between two beautiful lakes, at the foot of  the eternally snow-capped
Jungfrau Mountain (UNESCO World Heritage) and has opened its doors 
in 1865, more than 150 years ago. 

www.victoria-jungfrau.ch
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Programme 

Sunday, 25 June 2017 

from 14.00 Arrival and check-in, Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau, Höheweg 41, CH-3800 Interlaken

15.00-20.00 Registration at the Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau

17.00-18.00 Reception (Salle Général-Guisan) 

Welcome

The co-hosts welcome participants to celebrate the 9th Horasis India Meeting. 
• Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII, India
• Sebastian Friess, President, Bern Economic Development Agency, Switzerland
• Smita Purushottam, Ambassador of India to Switzerland, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Frank-Jürgen Richter, Chairman, Horasis, Switzerland

Virtual Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, with co-hosts, co-organizers and partners 

• Christoph Ammann, Minister of Economic Affairs and Member of the Government 
of the Canton of Bern, Switzerland

• Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII, India
• Akhil Bansal, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, KPMG India, India
• Sebastian Friess, President, Bern Economic Development Agency, Switzerland
• Urs Graf, Mayor, City of Interlaken, Switzerland
• Shobana Kamineni, Executive Vice-Chairperson, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise, President,

CII, India
• Sunil Kant Munjal, President, AIMA; Chairman, Hero Corporate Services, India
• Chris Parsons, Chairman India Practice, Herbert Smith Freehills, United Kingdom
• Smita Purushottam, Ambassador of India to Switzerland, Switzerland
• Philippe Reich, Chairman, Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce, Switzerland
• Frank-Jürgen Richter, Chairman, Horasis, Switzerland
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18.00-19.30 Plenary: Mapping India’s Transformation (Côté Jardin)

This curtain-raising brainstorming session will hear views on India’s ongoing transformation 
as it moves from a domestically focused to a dynamic, globally oriented economy. What are the
issues raised by India’s transformation and what are the priority areas for action? Please come
with your ideas to contribute to a free flowing discussion moderated by Nik Gowing

• Claude Béglé, Chairman, Symbioswiss, Switzerland
• Baba N. Kalyani, Chairman, Bharat Forge, India
• Shobana Kamineni, Executive Vice-Chairperson, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise, President,

CII, India
• Eliano Lodesani, Chief Operating Officer, Intesa Sanpaolo, Italy

With special addresses by:
• R.V. Deshpande, Minister for Large and Medium Industries & Infrastructure Development,

Government of Karnataka, India

Chaired by
• Nik Gowing, International Broadcaster, United Kingdom

19.30-21.30 Opening Dinner: Switzerland and India – Forging a New Growth Partnership (Salle
de Versailles)

Switzerland and India are strategic partners with deep economic relations and numerous common
interests. What efforts need to be undertaken to further develop this partnership? How can Swiss
and Indian firms partner to forge enhanced growth initiatives? 

• Christoph Ammann, Minister of Economic Affairs and Member of the Government 
of the Canton of Bern, Switzerland

• Ram Madhav, National General Secretary, Bharatiya Janata Party, India

Chaired by
• Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII, India
• Frank-Jürgen Richter, Chairman, Horasis, Switzerland

21.30-22.30 Plenary: Envisioning India’s Digital Economy (Côté Jardin)

The ways in which India’s corporates and citizens connect with each other is being transformed
through digital technologies. How to embrace the disruption that technology brings? 
Will demonetization in particular lead to a profound digitization of the Indian economy? 

• Lord Karan Bilimoria, Chairman, Cobra Beer Partnership, United Kingdom
• Rajive Kaul, Past President AIMA; Chairman, Nicco Group, India
• Philippe Reich, Chairman, Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce, Switzerland
• B.V.R. Mohan Reddy, Chairman, Cyient, India

Comments by
• J.S. Deepak, Ambassador & Permanent Representative of India to the WTO, Switzerland
• Neena Gill, Member of the European Parliament, Belgium

Chaired by
• Manish Maheshwari, Chief Executive Officer, Network18 Digital, India
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Monday, 26 June 2017

from 07.15 Registration (Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau)

07.30-08.45 Breakfast Sessions (Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau)

The Future is in Your Hands: India’s Youth (Salle Général-Guisan) 

India’s youth is perceived as a great demographic dividend. But what solutions are needed 
to make India’s youth also employable? How is the millennial generation transforming India’s
economic landscape?

• Shikhar Aggarwal, Joint Managing Director, Bls International, India
• Neha Berlia, Member of Management Board, Apeejay Stya Group, Switzerland
• Shea Gopaul, Founder and Executive Director, Global Apprenticeships Network, Switzerland
• Ravishankar Gundlapalli, Chief Executive Officer, MentorCloud, USA
• Mohit Mardia, Director, Grace Castings, India

Chaired by
• Aanya Sharan, Ambassador, Horasis Young Visionaries, India

Imagining India’s Society (Salle Napoléon)

India offers broad variety in virtually every aspect of social life. How can India’s society harness
the best aspects of modernity and minimize the worst? Are there universal values upon which
Indian society can rely?

• A.K. Agarwal, Chairman, River Engineering, India
• Avi Basu, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Argolis, USA
• Srita Heide, Chief Executive Officer, Srita Heide International, Germany
• Ulrich Randoll, Chief Scientific Officer, Dr. Randoll Institute, Germany
• Brahmeshanandacharya Swamiji, Spiritual Leader, India
• René Véron, Co-Chair (Social Sciences), Indo-Swiss Joint Research Programme, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Lou Marinoff, Professor of Philosophy, The City College of New York, USA
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Tracing India’s Footprint in the World (Salle Rouge)

India’s geopolitical environment has become significantly more complex and volatile in the 
last few years. How are global and regional political changes shaping India's future? What are 
the greatest matters of concern or reasons for hope?

• Rizwan Adatia, Chairman, COGEF, Mozambique
• Sham Bathija, Senior Economic Adviser to the President of Afghanistan, Afghanistan
• Harald Einsmann, Member of the Supervisory Board, Tesco, United Kingdom
• Peeyush Gupta, Vice President, Tata Steel, India
• Sudhir Sharma, Chairman, Mitkat Advisory Services, India
• Marek Tukiendorf, Rector, Opole University of Technology, Poland

Chaired by
• John B. Kidd, Research Fellow, Aston Business School, United Kingdom

09.00-10.00 Opening Plenary: India and World Economic Outlook (Côté Jardin)

The Indian economy is performing well whereas the economies of India’s trading partners
change at an unprecedented pace as a result of internal and external shocks. What are the
priorities for reinvigorating and rebalancing the global economy and accelerating growth 
in India? How will India navigate volatile global markets in the year ahead?
• Marie-Gabrielle Ineichen-Fleisch, State Secretary for Economic Affairs, Switzerland

With
• Rahul Bajaj, Chairman, Bajaj Auto, India
• Umberto de Pretto, Secretary General, International Road Transport Union (IRU),

Switzerland
• R Mukundan, Managing Director, Tata Chemicals, India
• Frank G. Wisner, Under Secretary of State (ret.), USA

Chaired by
• Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII, India

10.00-10.30 Contact Break 



10.30-12.00 Dialogue Sessions 

Investing in Switzerland (Salle Général-Guisan) 

The Swiss economy is expected to grow in the years to come, based on a new economic policy
framework and the rebooting of the country’s competitiveness. What does the country’s
investment landscape look like? How can Switzerland serve as hub for Indian investments?
• Guna Mahalingam, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Strategic Swiss Partners, Switzerland
• Pieter Perrett, Professor, University of Applied Sciences Northwestern Switzerland, Switzerland
• Murat Seitnepesov, Chief Executive Officer, Integral Petroleum, Switzerland
• Niraj Sharan, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Aura, USA
• Yatindra R Sharma, Managing Director, KHS India, India
• Brajindar Mohan Singh, Member of the Board, Anant Raj Limited, India
• Patrik Wermelinger, Head of Investment Promotion, Switzerland Global Enterprise, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Thomas Bohn, Executive Director, Greater Geneva Berne Area, Switzerland

India Transformed: The New Business Context Context (Salle Napoleon)

The Indian government has made important reform efforts and those reforms are starting to
pay off in terms of GDP-growth. What are the policy shifts transforming the nature and pace 
of economic development in India? And what do the reforms mean for foreign investors?
• Dushyaant Dave, Founder, Puneet Advisory Services, India
• Bejoy Das Gupta, Chief Economist for Asia/Pacific, Institute of International Finance (IIF), USA
• Sahil Kini, Principal, Aspada Investment Advisors, India
• Sanjeev Sabhlok, Overseas Coordinator, Swarna Bharat Party, Australia

Chaired by
• Chris Parsons, Chairman India Practice, Herbert Smith Freehills, United Kingdom
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India Inc’s Task: Delivering Social Benefit (Salle Rouge)

Indian Entrepreneurs are increasingly aware of social responsibility as an important segment of
their business activity. How can they accelerate inclusive growth by reconnecting their core for-
profit activities with delivering social benefit?
• Heli Bathija, Director, Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and Research, Switzerland
• Sanjay Budhia, Managing Director, Patton Group of Companies, India
• Nitin Datta, Managing Partner, Chanks Business Services, United Kingdom
• Basantt Khaitan, Managing Director, WMW Metal Fabrics, India
• Krishan Khanna, Chairman, i Watch, India
• Srinivas Madduri, Professor, Center for Bioengineering and Regenerative Medicine,

University of Basel, Switzerland
• Roopen Roy, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Sumantrana, India

Chaired by
• Alejandro Litovsky, Chief Executive Officer, Earth Security Group, United Kingdom

Innovate in India (Salle Rotary)

India has all the essential elements for a successful Make in India programme. Manufacturing is
important, but innovation too. How to ensure that innovation increases corporate performance?
How are innovation ecosystems built to last and succeed?
• Tarun Gupta, Representative, SIX Swiss Exchange India, India
• Ernst Hafen, Professor at the Institute for Molecular Systems Biology, Swiss Federal Institute

of Technology, Switzerland
• Stacy Kenworthy, Chief Executive Officer, HellaStorm, USA
• Krista Knopper, Director, Delft University of Technology, The Netherlands
• Joseph Prabhakar, Chairman, Creating Lasting Change, USA
• Nanik Rupani, Chairman, Neutron Electronic Systems, India
• Siddharth Sethi, Co-founder and Chief Executive Officer, InfoBeans Systems, India
• Yogesh Singh, Partner, Trilegal, India
• Raphaël Tschanz, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Switzerland Innovation, Switzerland

Chaired by
• K. Dinesh, Co-founder, Infosys, India

12.00-13.15 Networking Lunch (Salle de Versailles)

An opportunity to share ideas and insights in an informal setting, promoting B2B exchange.



13.15-14.15 Plenary: Ensuring Growth that Matters Matters (Côté Jardin)

Free market capitalism has guided India’s economy to unprecedented economic growth. Yet it
has also proved dysfunctional in important ways. Which economic development model will
allow India inclusive growth? Which routes to change might be most effective?
• Michael Carlos, Member of the Supervisory Board, Givaudan, Switzerland
• Ajit Gulabchand, Chairman, Hindustan Construction Company, India
• Sunil Kant Munjal, Chairman, Hero Corporate Services; President, AIMA, India
• Ron Somers, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, India First Group, USA

Comment by
• N.K. Singh, Chairman, Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, India

Chaired by
• Naushad Forbes, Co-Chairman, Forbes Marshall; Past President, CII, India

14.15-15.00 Indian Business Leaders of the Year (Côté Jardin)
Following a tradition of the Horasis India Meeting, we will celebrate outstanding entrepreneurs
who have been building and leading successful Indian firms.

Chaired by
• Akhil Bansal, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, KPMG India, India
• Mritunjay Kapur, Partner, KPMG India, India

15.00-16.30 Dialogue Sessions 

Globalising Indian Firms (Salle Général-Guisan)

India's outbound investments are growing, helping the country increase trade flows, 
improve bilateral relations and secure critical resources.
What are the best practices for Indian Multinationals to rise to global eminence? 
• Vijay Karia, Chairman and Managing Director, Ravin Group, India
• Rajan Navani, Vice Chairman, Jetline Group of Companies, India
• Yasho Saboo, Chief Executive Officer, Ethos Limited, Switzerland
• Luca Schenk, Chief Executive Officer, BX Berne eXchange, Switzerland
• Vivek Chaand Sehgal, Chairman, Samvardhana Motherson Group, India
• Ravi K Sheth, Managing Director, Greatship, India
• Komal Sharma Talwar, Founder, XLPAT, India

Chaired by
• Akhil Bansal, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, KPMG India, India
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Start-Up India (Salle Napoléon)

The new wave of entrepreneurship in India is generating contagious energy and impact in 
new age businesses. From access to capital to accelerators, what is fuelling the explosion 
of high-growth enterprises in India?
• Axel & Boris, Co-founders, Yesss Capital, Germany
• Yves Decadt, Chief Executive Officer, BioLingus, Switzerland
• Martin Haemmig, Visiting Professor, Renmin University, China
• Thomas Hyland, Co-Founder and Partner, Aspada Investments, India
• Rajeev Mantri, Executive Director, Navam Capital, India
• Maurice Pedergnana, General Secretary, Swiss Private Equity & Corporate 

Finance Association, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Jayesh Parekh, Managing Partner, Jungle Ventures, Singapore

Education for a New Age (Salle Rouge)

Education systems in India are being made ready for the next wave of economic development.
From complex problem solving to critical thinking and creativity, how can education form 
critical skills and competencies for a new machine age?
• Sharon Bamford, Vice President, Sannam S4, United Kingdom
• Sushma Paul Berlia, President, Apeejay Stya & Svran Group, India
• Shea Gopaul, Founder and Executive Director, Global Apprenticeships Network, Switzerland
• Divya Lal, Director, Smartclass Educational, India
• Chitra Narayanan, Former Ambassador of India to Switzerland, India
• Apoorva Palkar, Convener of the Task Force on Globalization of Higher Education,

Government of Maharashtra, India

Chaired by
• Satyadeep Rajan, President, Swiss Learning Exchange, Switzerland

Building Smart Cities in India (Salle Rotary)

India cities are growing at tremendous speed, creating shortages and inefficiencies 
of infrastructure, especially in the areas of construction, transportation and energy. 
What practices and policies are needed to build smart cities, embracing digital innovations?

• Geoffrey Clements, Chairman, The Commonwealth Association for Infrastructure
Development, United Kingdom

• Jean-Philippe Devaux, Vice President, Bern Economic Development Agency, Switzerland
• Sumit Dabriwala, Chairman, Hiland Group, India
• Manoj Patodia, Managing Director, Prime Urban Development, India
• Krish Sankaran, Founding Director, Vaasa Energy Business Innovation Centre, Finland

Chaired by
• Mritunjay Kapur, Partner, KPMG India, India



16.30-17.00 Contact Break

17.00-18.30 Dialogue Sessions 

Developing India’s Capital Markets: A Practical Way Forward (Salle Général-Guisan)

The Government of India installed robust financial market regulatory framework in compliance
with global benchmarks. How can India build resilience into its financial markets? And how to
increase the flow of foreign-owned capital through offshore financing activities? 
• Alexander Batchvarov, Managing Director, Merrill Lynch, United Kingdom
• Heinz Dollberg, Executive Vice President (ret.), Allianz, Germany
• Tarun Gupta, Representative, SIX Swiss Exchange India, India
• Hemant Kanoria, Chairman, Srei Infrastructure Finance, India
• Govind Sovale, President, Indo Swiss Center, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Valeria Ceccarelli, Head Issuer Relations, SIX Swiss Exchange, Switzerland

Assessing the New Political Realities in the UK and the US (Salle Napoléon)

With the United Kingdom’s historic decision to leave the European Union and the United
States’ new administration in place, what are the implications for Indian firms, especially those
that invested in the UK and the US? 
• Shoummo K Acharya, Chief Executive Officer, eTrans Solutions, India
• Parag Amin, Chief Mentor and Founding Director, iCreate, USA
• John Cook, Chairman, Rock Lake Associates, Switzerland
• Siddharth Poddar, Founder, StoneBench Research and Communications, Singapore
• Harjiv Singh, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Salwan Media, USA

Chaired by
• Robert Moore, Partner, Herbert Smith Freehills, United Kingdom
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Rural Development for Poverty Alleviation (Salle Rouge)

Over two-thirds of India’s population presently live in rural areas and slow growth challenges
the country’s overall competitiveness. What innovative strategies will boost success in rural
India? Will these alleviate poverty?
• Dilip N. Kulkarni, President Agri-Food and Sustainability, Jain Irrigation Systems, India
• Roger Moser, Professor, University of St.Gallen, Switzerland
• Sushil Premchand, Managing Director, PRS Services, Switzerland
• Mridula Ramesh, Executive Director, Sundaram Textiles, India
• Oltmann Siemens, Advisory Board Member, International Finance Forum, China

Chaired by
• Parag Agarwal, Chairman, Janajal, India

Management and Leadership – The Indian Context (Salle Rotary)

Indian firms have been using distinct ways to advance their corporate development. 
Are leadership and people orientation of greater relevance than the Western practice of
focusing on the bottom line? What are the new value drivers as Indian firms shifts gears?
• Kamal Ahluwalia, Chief Revenue Officer, Apttus, USA
• Dalip Dua, Managing Director, Krishna Hydro Projects, India
• Nikhil Narayanan, Partner, Khaitan & Co, India
• Rekha Sethi, Director General, All India Management Association, India
• Peter Sorg, Partner, EurAsia Competence, Switzerland
• Rosario Zacca, Co-Managing Partner, Gianni, Origoni, Grippo, Cappelli & Partners, Italy

Chaired by
• Sudhir Jalan, Chairman, Jalan Group, India

18.30-19.30 Closing Plenary: A Roadmap for Transition (Côté Jardin)

This plenary will highlight the recommendations and initiatives identified during the meeting
and how progress can be made in the coming years. Panellists and delegates will also debate 
how the world can contribute to India’s next phase of economic transformation.

• Shea Gopaul, Founder and Executive Director, Global Apprenticeships Network, Switzerland
• Richard Howitt, Chief Executive Officer, International Integrated Reporting Council,

United Kingdom
• Asif Iqbal, President, Indian Economic Trade Organization (IETO), India
• Dilip Piramal, Chairman, VIP Industries, India

Summarized by
• Harley Krohmer, Professor, University of Bern, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Shobana Kamineni, Executive Vice-Chairperson, Apollo Hospitals Enterprise, 

President, CII, India
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19.30-19.35 Walk to the Interlaken Congress Center
(The Congress Center is located beside the Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau)

19.40-20.00 Reception (Gardens of the Congress Center)

20.00-22.00 Closing Dinner: The Future of Democracy in a World of Uncertainty 
and Alternative Facts (Congress Center)
Hosted by CII – Guests will enjoy traditional Swiss customs, with alphorns and yodeling.

The world seems to be in a permanent crisis. Ideologies, populism and nationalism have
returned to the global arena. What is the Future of Democracy? And how can entrepreneurs
create positive change circumventing economic and political uncertainty?
• Kaspar Villiger, Former President of Switzerland, Switzerland

Welcome by
• Urs Graf, Mayor, City of Interlaken, Switzerland

Chaired by
• Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII, India
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Tuesday, 27 June 2017

10.00-14.00 A day in the Mountains

Participants are invited to join a guided tour to the mountains of Interlaken. The scenic lookout
offers a breathtaking view of the Jungfrau region where some of Bollywood’s most famous
movies were shot. A typical Swiss mountaineers’ lunch is served. We meet at 10.00 in the lobby
of the Hotel Victoria-Jungfrau. Participants are kindly requested to register for the Optional
Day at the welcome desk upon arrival.
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Name Position Organization Country

Participants

Shoummo K Acharya Chief Executive Officer eTrans Solutions India

Rizwan Adatia Chairman COGEF Mozambique

A.K. Agarwal Chairman River Engineering India

Manoj Agarwal Partner KPMG United Kingdom

Parag Agarwal Chairman Janajal India

Shikhar Aggarwal Joint Managing Director Bls International India

Kamal Ahluwalia Chief Revenue Officer Apttus USA

Parag Amin Chief Mentor and iCreate USA
Founding Director

Christoph Ammann Minister of Economic Affairs and Member of the Switzerland
Government of the Canton of Bern

Julio Andrade Vice Mayor of Malaga Spain

Amitabh Arora Director Greater Geneva Bern Area Switzerland

Axel & Boris Co-founders Yesss Capital Germany

Rahul Bajaj Chairman Bajaj Auto India

Sharon Bamford Vice President Sannam S4 United Kingdom

Chandrajit Banerjee Director General CII India

Akhil Bansal Deputy Chief Executive Officer KPMG India India

Avi Basu CEO and Founder Argolis USA

Alexander Batchvarov Managing Director Merrill Lynch United Kingdom

Claude Béglé Chairman Symbioswiss Switzerland

Neha Berlia Member of Management Board Apeejay Stya Group Switzerland

Sushma Paul Berlia President Apeejay Stya & Svran Group India

Heli Bathija Director Geneva Foundation for Switzerland
Medical Education and Research

Sham Bathija Senior Economic Adviser to the President of Afghanistan Afghanistan
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D.P. Bhatt Advisor River Engineering India

Sarbani Bhattacharya Partner KPMG The Netherlands

Lord Karan Bilimoria Chairman Cobra Beer Partnership United Kingdom

Marc Blaser Chief Executive Officer Blaser Swisslube AG Switzerland

Thomas Bohn Executive Director Greater Geneva Berne Area Switzerland

Sanjay Budhia Managing Director Patton Group of Companies India

Amit Burman Chairman Dabur India

Michael Carlos Member of the Supervisory Board Givaudan Switzerland

Valeria Ceccarelli Head Issuer Relations SIX Swiss Exchange Switzerland

Mitasha Chandok Partner Herbert Smith Freehills United Kingdom

Kavita Choudhry Director, Europe CII India

Geoffrey Clements Chairman The Commonwealth Association United Kingdom
for Infrastructure Development

John Cook Chairman Rock Lake Associates Switzerland

Sumit Dabriwala Chairman Hiland Group India

Anurag Dalmia Vice Chairman Dalmia Group of Companies India

Nitin Datta Managing Partner Chanks Business Services United Kingdom

Dushyaant Dave Founder Puneet Advisory Services India

Yves Decadt Chief Executive Officer BioLingus Switzerland

J.S. Deepak Ambassador & Permanent Representative of India to the WTO Switzerland

Sergey Demin Chairman Rosatom Asia Russia

Rainer Denner Head of the Swiss India Corridor KPMG India

Rupa Depi Chairman Rupa & Co. India

R.V. Deshpande Minister for Large and Government of Karnataka India
Medium Industries

Jean-Philippe Devaux Vice President Bern Economic Development Agency Switzerland



Name Position Organization Country

26

K. Dinesh Co-founder Infosys India

Heinz Dollberg Executive Vice President (ret.) Allianz Germany

Dalip Dua Managing Director Krishna Hydro Projects India

Harald Einsmann Member of the Tesco United Kingdom
Supervisory Board 

Farhad Forbes Co-Chairman Forbes Marshall India

Naushad Forbes Co-Chairman Forbes Marshall India

Sebastian Friess President Bern Economic Development Agency Switzerland

Georges Gagnebin Chairman Banque Pâris Bertrand Sturdza Switzerland

Ashish Gianani Managing Director Atlantic Financial Group Gibraltar

Neena Gill Member of the European Parliament Belgium

Markus Gmeiner Managing Director Rajendra & Ursula Joshi Foundation Switzerland

Henri Goffaux Chief Executive Officer HGX Europe Switzerland

Shea Gopaul Founder and Executive Director Global Apprenticeships Network Switzerland

Nik Gowing International Broadcaster United Kingdom

Urs Graf Mayor City of Interlaken Switzerland

Linda Walker Managing Director Walker von Graffenried Switzerland
von Graffenried Asset Management

Urs Grimm General Manager Victoria-Jungfrau Grand Hotel & Spa Switzerland

Ajit Gulabchand Chairman and Managing Director Hindustan Construction Company India

Bejoy Das Gupta Chief Economist for Asia/Pacific Institute of International Finance (IIF) USA

Bhumika Gupta Professor Ecole de Management France

Peeyush Gupta Vice President Tata Steel India

Tarun Gupta Representative SIX Swiss Exchange India India

Ravishankar Gundlapalli Chief Executive Officer MentorCloud USA

Martin Haemmig Visiting Professor Renmin University China

Ernst Hafen Professor at the Institute for Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Switzerland
Molecular Systems Biology
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Srita Heide Chief Executive Officer Srita Heide International Germany

Marc A. Hoffmann Chief Executive Officer SMS group India India

Richard Howitt Chief Executive Officer International Integrated United Kingdom
Reporting Council

Thomas Hyland Co-Founder and Partner Aspada Investments India

Marie-Gabrielle State Secretary for Ministry of Economy Switzerland
Ineichen-Fleisch Economic Affairs

Asif Iqbal President Indian Economic Trade India
Organization (IETO)

Darpan Jain Commissioner for Government of Karnataka India
Industrial Development 

Sudhir Jalan Chairman Jalan Group India

Neeraj Kaistha Director River Engineering India

Baba N. Kalyani Chairman Bharat Forge India

Shobana Kamineni Executive Vice-Chairperson Apollo Hospitals Enterprise India

Hemant Kanoria Chairman Srei Infrastructure Finance India

Mritunjay Kapur Partner KPMG India India

Sunil Kapur Chairman K Hospitality Corp India

Rahul V. Karad Vice President MIT Group of Institutions India

Vijay Karia Chairman and Managing Director Ravin Group India

Rajive Kaul Chairman Nicco Group India

Stacy Kenworthy Chief Executive Officer HellaStorm USA

Basantt Khaitan Managing Director WMW Metal Fabrics India

Krishan Khanna Chairman i Watch India

Mounir Khouzami Co-Founder & President Swiss Arab Network Switzerland

John B. Kidd Research Fellow Aston Business School United Kingdom

Sahil Kini Principal Aspada Investment Advisors India

Krista Knopper Director, International Delft University of Technology The Netherlands
Strategic Partnerships
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Name Position Organization Country

Harley Krohmer Dean of the Faculty of Business, University of Bern Switzerland
Economics, and Social Sciences

Dilip N. Kulkarni President Agri-Food and Jain Irrigation Systems India
Sustainability

Divya Lal Director Smartclass Educational India

Alejandro Litovsky Chief Executive Officer Earth Security Group United Kingdom

Eliano Lodesani Chief Operating Officer Intesa Sanpaolo Italy

Rajiv Luthra Founder and Managing Partner Luthra & Luthra India

Srinivas Madduri Center for Bioengineering University of Basel Switzerland
and Regenerative Medicine

Ram Madhav National General Secretary Bharatiya Janata Party India

Aseem Mahajan Deputy Permanent Representative of India to the WTO Switzerland

Guna Mahalingam Founder & CEO Strategic Swiss Partners Switzerland

Manish Maheshwari Chief Executive Officer Network18 Digital India

Rajeev Mantri Executive Director Navam Capital India

Mohit Mardia Director Grace Castings India

Lou Marinoff Professor of Philosophy The City College of New York USA

Neeraj Menon Partner Trilegal India

Rajesh Menon Deputy Director General CII India

Neetu Mehta President Pulse Nation India

Rajiv I. Modi Chairman Cadila Pharmaceuticals India

Robert Moore Partner Herbert Smith Freehills United Kingdom

Roger Moser Professor University of St.Gallen Switzerland

Nicolas Mousset Chairman Atlantic Financial Group Gibraltar

R Mukundan Managing Director Tata Chemicals India

Sunil Kant Munjal Chairman Hero Corporate Services India

Chitra Narayanan Former Ambassador of India to Switzerland India

Nikhil Narayanan Partner Khaitan & Co India
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Rajan Navani Vice Chairman Jetline Group of Companies India

Orun Palit Chief Investment Officer Private Client Bank Switzerland

Apoorva Palkar Convener of the Task Force on Government of Maharashtra India
Globalization of Higher Education

Jayesh Parekh Managing Partner Jungle Ventures Singapore

Chris Parsons Chairman, India Practice Herbert Smith Freehills United Kingdom

Manoj Patodia Managing Director Prime Urban Development India

Anand J. Pazhenkottil Partner Sgier + Partner Switzerland

Nick Peacock Partner Herbert Smith Freehills United Kingdom

Maurice Pedergnana General Secretary Swiss Private Equity & Corporate Switzerland
Finance

Pieter Perrett Professor University of Applied Sciences Switzerland
Northwestern Switzerland

Roland A. Pfister Lecturer Lucerne University of Applied Switzerland
Sciences and Arts

Dilip Piramal Chairman VIP Industries India

Siddharth Poddar Founder and Managing Editor StoneBench Research and Singapore
Communications

Filippe De Potter Director Flanders Investment & Trade Belgium

Joseph Prabhakar Chairman Creating Lasting Change USA

Sushil Premchand Managing Director PRS Services Switzerland

Umberto de Pretto Secretary General International Road Transport Switzerland
Union (IRU)

Smita Purushottam Ambassador of India to Switzerland Switzerland

Satyadeep Rajan President Swiss Learning Exchange Switzerland

Mridula Ramesh Executive Director Sundaram Textiles India

Ulrich Randoll Chief Scientific Officer Dr. Randoll Institute Germany

Srinivas Rao Chief Executive Officer Capgemini Switzerland

B.V. R. Mohan Reddy Chairman Cyient India

Philippe Reich Chairman Swiss-Indian Chamber of Commerce Switzerland
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Name Position Organization Country

Anja Reissberg Founder Blue Freedom Germany

Frank-Jürgen Richter Chairman Horasis Switzerland

Hans J. Roth Chairman EurAsia Competence Switzerland

Marc Rudolf Director Greater Zurich Area Switzerland

Roopen Roy Founder and CEO Sumantrana India

Nanik Rupani Chairman Neutron Electronic Systems India

Rajendra K Saboo Chairman Emeritus Saboo Business Group India

Yasho Saboo Chief Executive Officer Ethos Limited Switzerland

Krish Sankaran Founding Director Vaasa Energy Business Finland
Innovation Centre

Luca Schenk Chief Executive Officer BX Berne eXchange Switzerland

Vivek Chaand Sehgal Chairman Samvardhana Motherson Group India

Murat Seitnepesov Chief Executive Officer Integral Petroleum Switzerland

Neil Sen Director Rendail Ventures United Kingdom

Rekha Sethi Director General All India Management Association India

Siddharth Sethi Co-founder and CEO InfoBeans Systems India

Sanjeev Sabhlok Overseas Coordinator Swarna Bharat Party Australia

Aanya Sharan Ambassador Horasis Young Visionaries India

Niraj Sharan Chairman and CEO Aura USA

Sudhir Sharma Chairman Mitkat Advisory Services India

Yatindra R Sharma Managing Director KHS India India

Ravi K Sheth Managing Director Greatship India

Alexander Shibanov Vice President Uranium One Group Russia

Oltmann Siemens Member International International Finance Forum China
Advisory Board

Brajindar Mohan Singh Member of the Board Anant Raj Limited India

Harjiv Singh Founder and CEO Salwan Media USA

Mithilesh Kumar Singh Senior Fellow Apeejay Education Society India
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N.K. Singh Chairman Fiscal Responsibility and  India
Budget Management Act

Yogesh Singh Partner Trilegal India

Ron Somers Founder and CEO India First Group USA

Peter Sorg Partner EurAsia Competence Switzerland

Govind Sovale President Indo Swiss Center Switzerland

Darren Stones Managing Director Rendail Ventures United Kingdom

Volha Subotska Manager Uranium One Holding Russia

Brahmeshanandacharya Swamiji Spiritual Leader India

Komal Sharma Talwar Founder XLPAT India

Michael Tobler Senior Manager Grant Thornton Switzerland

Raphaël Tschanz Deputy CEO Switzerland Innovation Switzerland

Marek Tukiendorf Rector Opole University of Technology Poland

Sibèlle Urben Manager Wüest & Partner Switzerland

Ashok Kumar Verma Managing Director AK Indo-German Audit Germany

René Véron Co-Chair (Social Sciences) Switzerland

Aditya Wali Senior Consultant SIX Swiss Exchange Switzerland

Patrik Wermelinger Head of Investment Promotion Switzerland Global Enterprise Switzerland

Martha Wiedemann Associate Director Badrutt’s Palace Hotel Switzerland

Frank G. Wisner Under Secretary of State (ret.) USA

Rosario Zacca Co-Managing Partner Gianni, Origoni, Grippo, Italy
Cappelli & Partners
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How to get involved

Horasis meetings are supported by selected partner companies that contribute their expertise and resources 
to Horasis by setting the agenda of its meetings. Our partners share with us the belief that the future can only 
be inspired through joint efforts within a visions community.

The following partnership schemes are currently on offer:

Global Partner Strategic Partner Knowledge Partner Networking Partner

Duration 1 year One meeting One meeting One meeting

Meetings 
(Global, Asia, India, China)

All of one year One meeting One meeting One meeting

Logo Main backdrop
Alongside Horasis logo

Side backdrop Side backdrop

Booth Booth in registration area

Speaking slots Introducing a politician

Chairing a plenary session

Chairing a dialogue session

Chairing a plenary session

Chairing a dialogue session Chairing a dialogue session

Further offerings Hosting of a reception Presenting the Award Hosting a coffee break

Delegates 10 5 3 2

Please contact Horasis for further information.





Horasis: The Global Visions Community
Burgstrasse 8
CH-8280 Kreuzlingen
Switzerland

phone +41 79 305 3110
fax +41 71 686 50 59

www.horasis.org


